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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

" GROVER SELLERS
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Honorable K. C, Ledbetter
‘County Attorney

Gochran County

Morton, Toexas

Dear Sir: Qpinion No.
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Hon, M. . Ledbetter, page 2

"There has been some confroveray in Cochran
county over the leasing of the County Hoapital,
and the Commissioners' Court has asked me to get
an opinion from your office on the matter; there-
fore, I would appreociate it if you wouid send us
your opinion as soon as possible.,"™

Coohran County hes a population of 3,735 inhabitants ao-

'oording t0 the 1940 Federal Census.

This departament hasg repeatedly held that the Commissionerts
gourt is & court of limited juriasdiotion end has only such powers
as are oconferrsd upon it by the Comatitution and statutes of this
State either by express terms or by necessary implication. Seo-
tion 18 of Article V of the Texas Constitution; Article 2351,

Y. A, C, S.; Yon Rodgenberg v. Lovett, 173 8. W. 508, kKilller v,
Brown, 216 S. W. (24) 479; Galveaton H, & S. A. Ry. 0o. v,
Uvalde County, 167 S. W. {24} 1084; 11 Yexas Jurisprudence 564,

The Legislature has attempted to give certein ocountles
the power to lease county hoapltals. 3Jee Artioles LA94a, 4494,
We9ho, LW9LKA, KLWGhe, LOWFWL, L494hg, and A494h, Vernon's Anno-
tated Ci Statutes., We 40 not pass upon the validity of
these statutes, for that question is not before us. Even if
said statutes are valild, Cochran County will not fall in any
of the categories set by the foregoing artiocles, since it has
& population of 3,735, In the absence of such constitutional
or statutory authority, Cochran County has no authority to
lease the ¢ounty hospital., TYour question is therefore answered

in the negative.
Yours very truly,
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
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J« Cs Davis, Jr.
Assistant
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